
 

 

  
 
 

European Parliament  
 

 
 
 
To: 
The President of the International Federation of Association Football (FIFA) 
Mr. Gianni Infantino 

 

The President of the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA)  
Mr. Aleksander Čeferin 

  
Brussels, 30 June 2017  

 
 
Subject: COMBATTING SEXISM AND GENDER BASED VIOLENCE IN FOOTBALL  
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Gianni Infantino, 
 
Dear Mr. Aleksander Čeferin, 
 
 
As members of the European Parliament, we hereby write to you to express our deep concern 
regarding the numerous expressions of sexism, hate speech and gender based violence 
occurring during football matches.  
 
These are not isolated cases. In football stadiums as well as in other sport environments, cases 
of gender based violence and sexism are common, however due to the lack of incidence data 
and protocols, the majority of these cases remain unnoticed and are not denounced. Public 
condemnations by sport authorities or football clubs against sexism and gender based violence 
are almost non-existent, which is the result of the underestimation of the problem. 
 
We would like to reiterate that gender based violence is not a private affair and it requires to 
be treated with the same protocol as racist aggressions or insults. Cases of sexist speech are 
also common against women referees, elite sportswomen or other women attending sports 
games. The acceptance and tolerance of these attitudes reinforces the role of the aggressors, 
promotes tolerance against these crimes and spreads a feeling of impunity. It also minimizes 
this reality, stigmatizes the victim and normalizes these types of aggressions.  
 
  



 

 

 
 
We urge that you, as Presidents of the main football institutions, publicly and firmly denounce 
all cases of sexism and urgently end the institutional tolerance against sexism and violence 
against women. Both FIFA and UEFA have previously condemned racist insults and even 
imposed fines on some football clubs for racist chants and aggressions. Therefore we request 
that you take these cases very seriously and do all in your power to eradicate this terrible reality. 
In our consideration, it would be of outmost importance that both FIFA and UEFA initiate a 
public awareness campaign to set up a concrete protocol to combat sexism and violence against 
women in sport.  
 
Thanking you in advance for your good attention to this urgent matter, we look forward to 
hearing from you.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Marina ALBIOL (Spain, GUE/NGL) 
Lucy ANDERSON (UK, S&D) 
Eric ANDRIEU (France, S&D) 
Inés AYALA SENDER (Spain, S&D) 
Beatriz BECERRA (Spain, ALDE) 
Brando BENIFEI (Italy, S&D) 
Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA (Spain, ALDE) 
Malin BJÖRK (Sweden, GUE/NGL) 
Reinhard Hans BÜTIKOFER (Germany, Greens/EFA) 
Jean-Marie CAVADA  (France, ALDE) 
Karima DELLI (France, Greens/EFA) 
Stefan ECK (Germany, GUE/NGL) 
Linnéa ENGSTRÖM (Sweden, Greens/EFA) 
Santiago FISAS AYXELA (Spain, EPP) 
Eleonora FORENZA  (Italy, GUE/NGL) 
Francesc GAMBUS (Spain, EPP) 
Iratxe GARCÍA-PEREZ (Spain, S&D) 
Sven GIEGOLD (Germany, Greens/EFA) 
Neena GILL (UK, S&D) 
Julie GIRLING (UK, ECR) 
Tania GONZALEZ PENAS (Spain, GUE/NGL) 
Nathalie GRIESBECK (France, ALDE) 
Sylvie GUILLAUME (France, S&D) 
Jytte GUTELAND (Sweden, S&D) 
Anna HEDH (Sweden, S&D) 
Liisa JAAKONSAARI (Finland, S&D) 
Yannick JADOT (France, Greens/EFA) 
Eva JOLY (France, Greens/EFA) 
Josu JUARISTI ABAUNZ (Spain, GUE/NGL) 
Dietmar KÖSTER  (Germany, S&D) 
Stelios KOULOGLOU (Greece, GUE/NGL) 
Kostadinka KUNEVA (Greece, GUE/NGL) 
Patricia LALONDE (France, ALDE)  



 

 

Jean LAMBERT (UK, Greens/EFA) 
Philippe LAMBERTS (Belgium, Greens/EFA) 
Jo LEINEN (Germany, S&D) 
Barbara LOCHBIHLER (Germany, Greens/EFA) 
Paloma LOPEZ BERMEJO (Spain, GUE/NGL) 
Olle LUDVIGSSON (Sweden, S&D) 
Ulrike LUNACEK (Austria, Greens/EFA) 
Florent MARCELLESI (Spain, Greens/EFA) 
Marisa MATIAS (Portugal, GUE/NGL) 
Péter NIEDERMÜLLER (Hungary, S&D) 
Jens NILSSON (Sweden, S&D) 
Maria NOICHL (Germany, S&D) 
Dimitrios PAPADIMOULIS (Greece, GUE/NGL) 
Giuseppina PICIERNO (Italy, S&D) 
Sirpa PIETIKÄINEN (Finland, EPP) 
Soraya POST (Sweden, S&D) 
Evelyn REGNER (Austria ,S&D) 
Terry REINTKE (Germany, Greens/EFA) 
Christine REVAULT d'ALLONNES BONNEFOY  (France, S&D)  
Michèle RIVASI (France, Greens/EFA) 
Virginie ROZIÈRE  (France, S&D) 
Lola SÁNCHEZ CALDENTEY  (Spain, GUE/NGL) 
Elly SCHLEIN (Italy, S&D) 
Molly SCOTT CATO (UK, Greens/EFA) 
Lídia SENRA RODRÍGUEZ (Spain, GUE/NGL) 
Bart STAES (Belgium, Greens/EFA) 
Dario TAMBURRANO (Italy, EFDD) 
Marc TARABELLA (Belgium, S&D) 
Keith TAYLOR (UK, Greens/EFA) 
Josep-Maria TERRICABRAS (Spain, Greens/EFA) 
Estefania TORRES MARTINEZ (Spain, GUE/NGL) 
Helga TRÜPEL (Germany, Greens/EFA) 
Claude TURMES (Luxembourg, Greens/EFA) 
Marita ULVSKOG (Sweden, S&D) 
Ernest URTASUN (Spain, Greens/EFA) 
Elena VALENCIANO (Spain, S&D) 
Monika VANA (Austria, Greens/EFA) 
Hilde VAUTMANS Hilde (Belgium, ALDE) 
Julie WARD (UK, S&D) 
 
 
 


